Appendix J\

Summary of the
OIA Opinion Survey

BACKGROUND

In the spring of 1983, the Office of International Affairs began a
study, supported by the National Science Foundation (NSF), of
selected aspects of U.S. participation in various forms of international
science cooperation. The analysis was to focus on cooperation among
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) countries, examining a range of modalities of cooperation,
factors that affect U.S. participation, and new instrumentalities or
policies needed to meet the challenge of international science coopera-
tion in the future. One feature of the analysis involved soliciting the
views of a group of individuals with interest and experience in interna-
tional cooperation. A series of questions was posed in a "survey guide"
distributed to 125 persons, one-third in government agencies and two-
thirds in the private sector. Forty substantive, written responses were
received. Eight were from government agencies; on the nongovern-
mental side, the majority of respondents were from academia (27 per-
sons), the others from private firms or associations (5 persons). In ad-
dition, about a dozen interviews took place. A listing of those who
responded or were interviewed is attached.

The survey questions were intentionally designed to be open-ended
and to elicit views based on individual experiences and perceptions re-
garding international cooperation. The approach did not reflect a
scientific sampling methodology. Therefore, the results as presented
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